
Legal Research 
 

In this subject, CALI has Lessons and Podcasts. There are also Casebook 

Correlations and CALI Topic Grids available on the CALI website to aid you in 

assigning lessons.  

 

CALI Lessons:  
 

Agency Decisions and Orders  
 

This lesson will introduce you to the process of researching federal agency decisions. 

You should expect to encounter: overview of agency regulatory powers; types of agency 

decisions; how to find them; how to update them; and their precedential value. 

In this lesson, it will be assumed that you are comfortable with the concepts involved in 

researching judicial court opinions and agency regulations. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 40 minutes  

Authors: Marcia Baker, Reference Librarian, University of New Mexico School of Law; 

L. Elliott Hibbler, Research / Faculty Services Librarian, Western New England 

University School of Law  

 

ALWD Citation Form  
 

This lesson will help you master legal citation using the ALWD Citation Manual: A 

Professional System of Citation (Fourth Edition).  

 

There are two versions of this lesson available from CALI. Please make sure that you are 

working through the version assigned to you by your professor. Each version has the 

same coverage. This is the single-lesson version. The other version takes the original 

lesson and divides it into four parts, with each part being a separate lesson.  

 

Throughout this lesson, you will be asked to read specific portions of the ALWD Citation 

Manual. You then will be asked to complete interactive exercises that will test your 

understanding of and ability to apply the various citation rules. Topics covered include 

typeface, spacing abbreviations, capitalization, ordinal numbers, pinpoint pages and 

section numbers, full and short citation formats, cases, statutes, books, legal periodicals, 

introductory signals, and quotations. You may complete the entire lesson at one time or 

complete segments as you cover various parts of the Manual in class or on your own. 

 

 



Lesson Completion Time: between two and five hours.  

Authors: Darby Dickerson, Dean and W. Frank Newton Professor of Law. Texas Tech 

University School of Law; Brooke Bowman, Professor of Legal Skills, Stetson 

University College of Law  

 

ALWD Citation Form Part 1: Citation Basics  
 

This lesson will help you master legal citation using the ALWD Citation Manual: A 

Professional System of Citation (Fourth Edition).  

 

There are two versions of this lesson available from CALI. Please make sure that you are 

working through the version assigned to you by your professor. Each version has the 

same coverage. The "original" version is a single lesson. This version takes the original 

lessons and divides it into four parts, with each part being a separate lesson.  

 

You should start your study with this lesson, Part 1.  

 

Throughout the ALWD lesson, you will be asked to read specific portions of the ALWD 

Citation Manual. You then will be asked to complete interactive exercises that will test 

your understanding of and ability to apply the various citation rules. Topics covered in 

this part include typeface, spacing abbreviations, capitalization, ordinal numbers, 

pinpoint pages and section numbers, and full and short citation formats. Other lessons 

cover cases, statutes, books, legal periodicals (Part 2), and introductory signals, and 

quotations (Part 3). 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 25 minutes  

Authors: Darby Dickerson, Dean and W. Frank Newton Professor of Law. Texas Tech 

University School of Law; Brooke Bowman, Professor of Legal Skills, Stetson 

University College of Law  

 

ALWD Citation Form Part 2: Commonly Cited Sources  
 

This lesson has been revised for Fall 2010 to reflect the 4th edition of the ALWD Citation 

Manual.  

 

This lesson will help you master legal citation using the ALWD Citation Manual: A 

Professional System of Citation (Fourth Edition).  

 

There are two versions of this lesson available from CALI. Please make sure that you are 

working through the version assigned to you by your professor. Each version has the 

same coverage. The "original" version is a single lesson. This version takes the original 

lessons and divides it into four parts, with each part being a separate lesson.  

 

You should start your study with Part 1.  

 



Throughout the ALWD lesson, you will be asked to read specific portions of the ALWD 

Citation Manual. You then will be asked to complete interactive exercises that will test 

your understanding of and ability to apply the various citation rules. Topics covered in 

this part include cover cases, statutes, books, and legal periodicals. Other lessons include 

typeface, spacing abbreviations, capitalization, ordinal numbers, pinpoint pages and 

section numbers, and full and short citation formats (Part 1), and introductory signals, and 

quotations (Part 3). 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Authors: Darby Dickerson, Dean and W. Frank Newton Professor of Law. Texas Tech 

University School of Law; Brooke Bowman, Professor of Legal Skills, Stetson 

University College of Law  

 

ALWD Citation Form Part 3: Using Citations in Documents and 

Quotations  
 

This lesson will help you master legal citation using the ALWD Citation Manual: A 

Professional System of Citation (Fourth Edition).  

 

There are two versions of this lesson available from CALI. Please make sure that you are 

working through the version assigned to you by your professor. Each version has the 

same coverage. The "original" version is a single lesson. This version takes the original 

lessons and divides it into four parts, with each part being a separate lesson.  

 

You should start your study with Part 1.  

 

Throughout the ALWD lesson, you will be asked to read specific portions of the ALWD 

Citation Manual. You then will be asked to complete interactive exercises that will test 

your understanding of and ability to apply the various citation rules. Topics covered in 

this part include introductory signals, and quotations. Other lessons typeface, spacing 

abbreviations, capitalization, ordinal numbers, pinpoint pages and section numbers, and 

full and short citation formats (Part 1) and cover cases, statutes, books, legal periodicals 

(Part 2). 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Authors: Darby Dickerson, Dean and W. Frank Newton Professor of Law. Texas Tech 

University School of Law; Brooke Bowman, Professor of Legal Skills, Stetson 

University College of Law  

 

ALWD Citation Form Part 4: Final Quiz  
 

This lesson will help you master legal citation using the ALWD Citation Manual: A 

Professional System of Citation (Fourth Edition).  

 



There are two versions of this lesson available from CALI. Please make sure that you are 

working through the version assigned to you by your professor. Each version has the 

same coverage. The "original" version is a single lesson. This version takes the original 

lessons and divides it into four parts, with each part being a separate lesson.  

 

You should start your study with Part 1. 

 

Throughout the ALWD lesson, you will be asked to read specific portions of the ALWD 

Citation Manual. You then will be asked to complete interactive exercises that will test 

your understanding of and ability to apply the various citation rules. This part is a Final 

Quiz reviewing material covered in the three other lessons. Other lessons cover the topics 

of typeface, spacing abbreviations, capitalization, ordinal numbers, pinpoint pages and 

section numbers, and full and short citation formats (Part 1) citation of cases, statutes, 

books, legal periodicals (Part 2), and introductory signals, and quotations (Part 3). 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 - 45 minutes  

Authors: Darby Dickerson, Dean and W. Frank Newton Professor of Law. Texas Tech 

University School of Law; Brooke Bowman, Professor of Legal Skills, Stetson 

University College of Law  

 

American Law Reports  
 

This lesson is an introduction to the American Law Reports (ALR) and is intended for 

use by students in introductory legal research classes. The goal is to give you an 

understanding of the features of the resource, the best methods for using it, and an 

understanding of when to use it. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Author: Kimberli Morris, Assistant Librarian, Pennsylvania State University Dickinson 

School of Law  

 

Anatomy of a Case  
 

This brief lesson will familiarize the student with the basic parts of a case (i.e., the 

written decision of a court published in a print reporter). 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 15 minutes  

Author: Brian Huddleston, Senior Reference Librarian and Associate Professor of Law, 

Loyola University School of Law, New Orleans  

 

 

 

 



Attorney General Materials  
 

This is an introduction to federal and state attorney general materials. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Authors: Marcia Baker, Reference Librarian, University of New Mexico School of Law;  

Maureen Anderson, Head of Public Services. University of Dayton School of Law  

Bringing it to the Jury & Beyond  
 

This lesson is designed to familiarize law students with legal materials that can be used 

when dealing with juries. It covers jury instructions, voir dire, and jury verdicts. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Authors: Emily Janoski-Haehlen, Associate Dean of Law Library Services & Assistant 

Professor of Law, Valparaiso University Law School; Michael Whiteman, Associate 

Dean for Law Library Services and Information Technology. Northern Kentucky 

University, Salmon P. Chase College of Law  

 

Citation Form for Briefs and Legal Memoranda  
 

This exercise is to help users learn the rules of proper citation form for briefs and legal 

memoranda. It does not deal with proper citation form for law review footnotes. It is 

divided into three sections: Section A deals with cases, B with statutory materials and C 

with secondary authorities. 

 

Three types of questions are included within each section. The first type provides the user 

with information about a source and requires her to choose the appropriate citation from 

four possibilities. The second question type presents a citation and requires the student to 

determine whether the citation is correct and if not to identify the element of the citation 

that is incorrect.  

 

For each incorrect response to the first two types of questions, an explanation is provided, 

along with reference to the appropriate rule in A Uniform System of Citation. The third 

and most difficult type of question presents the user with the necessary information and 

requires him to write the citation. The correct citation is then displayed so that the student 

may compare his answer with the correct citation. 

 

This lesson is revised to reflect the 19th ed. of The Bluebook.  

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1.0 - 1.5 hours  

Authors: Cathleen Wharton, Director, Legal Writing Program, University of Georgia 

Law School; Daisy Floyd, Dean, Mercer University School of Law; Bertis Downs, IV, 

Instructor, University of Georgia Law School  

 



Codification  
 

This lesson will introduce you to how codes are created, how they're organized, how 

they're published, and what it all means for your legal research. It is intended for first-

year law students, or anyone who needs a refresher on the basics of this topic. This lesson 

assumes that you are familiar with how statutes are passed and how they're first 

published, either from your own knowledge or from the CALI lesson Introduction to 

State and Federal Statutes. For one of the questions in this lesson, you should have your 

Bluebook or ALWD Citation Manual handy. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 20 minutes  

Authors: Bill Taylor, Reference & Electronic Services Librarian, Georgetown University 

Law Center; Tina Ching, Electronic Services Librarian, Seattle University School of Law  

 

Company Research  
 

The goal of this lesson is to introduce you to the basics of conducting company and 

industry research. Company research is the process of gathering information about a 

specific company. Once you have information about a company, you may need to know 

how that company is faring within its industry. Industry is a group of companies that 

produce similar products or provide similar services. Companies within an industry can 

be compared to one another or an analysis of the industry itself can be done to see how it 

is faring. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Authors: Connie Strittmatter, Reference Librarian, Sandra Day O'Connor College of 

Law at Arizona State University; Sue Altmeyer, Electronic Services Librarian, Cleveland 

State University Cleveland Marshall College of Law  

 

Consumer Law Research  
 

This lesson introduces students to consumer law research as they assist a hypothetical 

client "Joe" who is the victim of a used car salesman's sleazy tactics. Students will 

develop strategies for researching consumer law issues on both state and federal levels. 

The lesson covers the "major player" consumer law statutes and the agencies empowered 

by those statutes. Important consumer law treatises, looseleafs, and practitioner resources 

in both the print and online formats are covered. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Author: Lee Peoples, Professor and Law Library Director, Oklahoma City University 

School of Law  

 

 

 



Copyright and Trademark Legal Research  
 

This lesson gives the basics of copyright and trademark research, including historical 

background, statutes, regulations, cases, secondary sources, international materials, and 

current awareness tools. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Authors: Terrance Manion, Electronic Services Librarian, Georgia State University 

College of Law; Colleen Williams, Reference Librarian, University of Arkansas, 

Fayetteville, Leflar Law Center  

 

Cost of Legal Research  
 

We are all aware of the perils of poor electronic legal research skills. Whether it is the 

story of the summer associate who was not asked to return to the plumb job for dipping 

too deep into the Lexis® service budget or the firm librarian's challenge in negotiating a 

favorable contract with Westlaw® based upon prolonged use of the program by 

associates reading the daily New York Times, we have all heard of ways the misuse of 

electronic legal resources has challenged those engaged in legal practice. 

 

Though Westlaw® and Lexis® service provide us with sophisticated functionality that 

can ease the pain of legal research, these systems do not necessarily provide the most cost 

efficient means of conducting research. You may think that using them makes better use 

of your time, which necessarily results in savings to your clients, but remember, you will 

bill for the time you invest in electronic researching, in addition to the cost of the 

research, and if you have not developed a strategy to search effectively, you may incur 

increased research costs and additional man hours. 

This lesson will help you avoid the pitfalls of poor research strategy when using Lexis® 

service and Westlaw® and briefly introduce you to some cost-saving alternatives. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 50 minutes  

Authors: Lauren Collins, Director, Cleveland-Marshall Law Library, Cleveland State 

University;  Emily Janoski-Haehlen, Associate Dean of Law Library Services & 

Assistant Professor of Law, Valparaiso University Law School; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Current Awareness & Alerting Services  
 

Designed to help bridge the gap between law school and law practice, this tutorial 

introduces law students to commonly-used current awareness tools and alerting services. 

The lesson covers sources and strategies for finding topical services and newsletters, 

blogs, email discussion lists, and scholarship repositories in particular legal subjects, as 

well as using alert services (Lexis/Westlaw alerts, electronic table of contents 

notification, and RSS feeds) to keep up with the latest developments in a particular area 

of law. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Author: Jennifer Behrens, Head of Reference Services and Lecturing Fellow, Duke 

University School of Law  

Customary International Law  
 

The definition and location of customary international law is a difficult research task. 

This lesson begins by defining customary international law and placing customary 

international law into context through historical examples. Two research strategies for 

locating custom will be introduced. The first strategy is to locate pre-defined custom 

using a source that discusses state practice that has risen to the level of custom. The 

second and more complex strategy involves searching directly for evidence of customary 

international law. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Authors: Lee Peoples, Professor and Law Library Director, Oklahoma City University 

School of Law; Jennifer Prilliman, Head of Reference Services, Oklahoma City 

University School of Law  

 

Decision Point: State or Federal?  
 

This series of exercises is designed to help the user recognize whether an issue involves 

federal or state legal issues, and to select legal research sources appropriate to the 

jurisdiction and the applicable law. This exercise assumes that the user has a basic 

knowledge of legal research sources. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 20 minutes  

Author: Yolanda Jones, Assistant Director for Electronic Information Services, Wayne 

State University Law School  

 

 

 



Drafting Contracts Using 'Shall', 'May' and 'Must'  
 

A large percentage of litigation arising out of contracts results from poor drafting. In 

order to eliminate this litigation, it is imperative that law students master good drafting 

skills. One of the most important aspects of drafting a contract is the operative 

language—language that affects legal relationships. This lesson is designed to introduce 

law students to operative language commonly used in drafting contracts, in particular, 

language of obligation (shall), language of authorization (may) and language of condition 

precedent (must). The lesson begins with a segment explaining each of the three 

categories of operative language followed by exercises which permit the student to apply 

his or her understanding of proper usage of that category. The lesson concludes with a 

segment of general exercises that test whether students have mastered the distinctions 

among the different categories of operative language. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Author: Debra Cohen, Professor of Law, University of Massachusetts School of Law - 

Dartmouth  

 

Drafting with 'And' and 'Or'  
 

Drafters of contracts, wills and statutes are plagued with the ambiguities inherent in the 

use of these two connectors. This lesson is designed to identify these ambiguities and 

then help students to draft with conjunctions which eliminate those ambiguities. 

 

After completing this lesson students should be able not only to identify ambiguous uses 

of 'and' and 'or' so that they may better analyze contracts, wills or statutes which they 

read, but they should also be able to draft documents so that ambiguities are avoided. A 

variety of real life applications are presented for each drafting problem and students are 

called upon to draft solutions. Students will interview a client to determine which 

meaning is appropriate, thus reenforcing the notion that drafting is an iterative process 

calling upon the lawyer to identify and clarify ambiguities in the client's instructions. 

 

This ambiguity inherent in 'and' and 'or' is discussed at length in Scott Burnham's 

Drafting and Analyzing Contracts (LexisNexis 3d edition). This lesson uses Burnham's 

taxonomy as its basis. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Author: Marjorie McDiarmid, Steptoe & Johnson Professor of Law and Technology, 

West Virginia University College of Law  

 

Ethical Considerations for Legal Memo Writing  
 

This is one in a series of lessons directed at the ethical and professional considerations 

associated with the production of particular lawyering documents. This lesson is intended 

to introduce first year law students to the ethical and professional considerations 



associated with the preparation of predictive, interoffice memoranda. It is assumed that 

students are familiar with predictive, interoffice memoranda. No prior instruction in 

professional responsibility is required. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Author: Melissa Weresh, Professor of Law and Director of Legal Writing, Drake 

University Law School  

 

Evaluating Web Sites  
 

This lesson will provide the student with the tools to effectively judge the content of web 

pages. Included in the exercise are four criteria for evaluation: authority, accuracy, 

comprehensiveness and currency. Each of these concepts is defined through the use of 

descriptive text followed by screen images of actual law-related web sites to illustrate the 

concepts. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Author: Susan Llano, Reference Librarian, University of California at Davis School of 

Law; Erin Murphy, Reference Librarian, University of California at Davis School of Law  

 

Federal Legislative History Research - Compiled Legislative 

History  
 

Compiled legislative histories are collections of the documents that make up the 

legislative history of a law. They save researchers the time and frustration of collecting 

the documents themselves. This lesson introduces students to print and online sources of 

compiled legislative histories and time saving strategies for finding them. This lesson 

builds upon the CALI Lesson Researching Federal Legislative History. While it is not 

essential to complete that lesson first, doing so will improve your understanding of 

compiled legislative histories. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Author: Lee Peoples, Professor and Law Library Director, Oklahoma City University 

School of Law  

 

Federal Tax Research  
 

This lesson on federal tax research covers the legislative, administrative, and judicial 

materials used in the specialized area of tax law. A basic knowledge of primary sources 

such as statutes, regulations, and cases; secondary sources such as treatises, law reviews, 

newsletters, citators, digests, and periodical indexes is assumed. Federal taxation is a 

specialized field with many publications devoted solely to federal taxes. For general 

background there are many excellent CALI lessons, including, but not limited to 



Researching Federal Legislative History, Forms of Statutory Publication, Introduction to 

Secondary Resources, and Updating/Validating Case Law Using Citators. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1.5 hours  

Author: Patti Monk, Reference/Electronic Services Librarian, Alameda County Law 

Library  

 

Finding International Court of Justice Opinions  
 

In this lesson, you will learn about the International Court of Justice, one of the principal 

organs of the United Nations. After an introduction to the Court, you'll learn about some 

of the print reporters of the Court's decisions and online sources for these opinions. 

Finally, there will be a discussion of print and online digests of the Court's decisions. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 20 minutes  

Author: Beth DiFelice, Assistant Director and Head of Public Services, Sandra Day 

O'Connor College of Law at Arizona State University  

 

Finding Statutes  
 

This exercise is intended to do 2 things: 1) teach you the basic approaches to finding 

statutes, and 2) provide you with review exercises to reinforce your understanding. It is 

assumed you are already familiar with the forms of statutory publication when you run 

this lesson. See the lessons "Introduction to State and Federal Statutes" or "Forms of 

Federal Statutory Publication" if you need to review these matters first. 

 

While this lesson is intended for first year students, the review sections may be used 

independently to ‘refresh your recollection,’ so if you haven’t had to deal with statute 

research for awhile and now have to do it, you can brush up your skills. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Author: Kit Kreilick, Librarian, Fordham University School of Law  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Forms of Federal Statutory Publication  
 

The four forms of federal statutory publications are slip laws, session laws (or advance 

session laws), Codes, and Annotated Codes. As a researcher, you will most frequently 

use an Annotated Code for accessing federal law. It is, however, important to understand 

each stage of federal legislative publication and the implications for research. 

 

This lesson is designed to give you an introduction to the intricacies of federal statutory 

publication. You should understand how the different forms are interconnected as well as 

the differences between them by the completion of this lesson. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 25 minutes  

Authors: Elizabeth Adelman, Law Library Director and Vice Dean for Legal 

Information Services, State University of New York - Buffalo School of Law; Kristina 

Niedringhaus, Associate Dean for Library and Information Services and Professor of 

Law, Georgia State University College of Law 

 

Government Documents  
 

This lesson is intended to familiarize the user with the range of documents produced by 

the Federal government, where they can be found, and how they can be used in a law 

practice. The lesson focuses on issues surrounding government documents including: 

authenticity, how to find and use government documents, and statistics. While this lesson 

is aimed primarily at second and third year law students who will be learning about these 

materials for the first time, each section may be used independently to gain knowledge 

about the particular topic involved. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45-50 minutes  

Author: Alicia Brillon, Reference Librarian, University of Colorado School of Law  

 

Hold 'em, Fold 'em, Walk Away or Run: When to Stop the 

Search  
 

Knowing when to stop is important for efficient and cost effective legal research. This 

exercise will cover several factors which you may wish to consider. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Author: Yolanda Jones, Assistant Director for Electronic Information Services, Wayne 

State University Law School 

 

 

 



How to Brief a Case  
 

This is an exercise designed to introduce first-semester law students to the basic elements 

of a typical case "brief" and to teach them general methodology for writing their own 

briefs. The exercise consists of three parts: (1) an introduction to the purposes and uses of 

a case brief; (2) a detailed examination of each of the ten components of a typical case 

brief (with examples); and (3) two actual cases that students are asked to read and then to 

brief, using the methodology described in this exercise. A sample brief for each of the 

two cases is also provided, thereby allowing students to correct and modify their briefs by 

way of comparison. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 2 hours  

Author: Edward Martin, Professor of Law, Samford University Cumberland School of 

Law  

How to Find Case Law Using the Digests  
 

This exercise will provide the student with a detailed introduction to using the digests to 

find case law. Example pages from the West reporters and digests are provided and 

hypothetical research issues are demonstrated to show how these books are used. 

Note: A brief excerpt from this lesson is available as the separate CALI Lesson 

"Anatomy of a Case". 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1 hour  

Author: Brian Huddleston, Senior Reference Librarian and Associate Professor of Law, 

Loyola University School of Law, New Orleans  

 

How to Research American Constitutional Law  
 

This lesson will cover how to conduct legal research about the U.S. Constitution and the 

constitutions of individual states. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 90 minutes  

Author: Brian Huddleston, Senior Reference Librarian and Associate Professor of Law, 

Loyola University School of Law, New Orleans  

 

How to Research Foreign Constitutions  
 

This lesson will cover how to research the constitutions of countries besides the United 

States. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1 hour  

Author: Brian Huddleston, Senior Reference Librarian and Associate Professor of Law, 

Loyola University School of Law, New Orleans  



Indian Treaties  
 

This lesson will teach you how to locate treaties between Indian tribes and the United 

States government. It will also show you how to determine whether a particular treaty 

provision is still in effect and how to interpret ambiguous treaty provisions. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Author: Beth DiFelice, Assistant Director and Head of Public Services, Sandra Day 

O'Connor College of Law at Arizona State University  

 

Intergovernmental Organizations & Non-Governmental 

Organizations  
 

This is an introduction to researching the law relating to inter-governmental and non-

governmental agencies. IGOs and NGOs have significant input into international law and 

finding their resources can be integral to research in international law. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 40 minutes  

Author: Lauren Collins, Director, Cleveland-Marshall Law Library, Cleveland State 

University 

 

Internal Agency Materials  
 

This lesson demonstrates the way in which internet searching can provide access to 

internal administrative agency materials. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 20 minutes  

Authors: Al Dong, Librarian, Government Documents, University of Pennsylvania Law 

School; Edwin Greenlee, Associate Director for Public Services, University of 

Pennsylvania Law School. 

 

Internet Legal Resources - Free Resources  
 

This lesson will give students a basic introduction to using the Internet for legal research. 

Students will consider when it is appropriate to use the Internet as a research tool in legal 

practice, and they will learn how to evaluate the quality and reliability of free web 

resources. Students will then be introduced to three practical approaches to doing legal 

research on the Internet. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Authors: Resa Kerns, Educational Technologies Librarian, University of Missouri - 

Columbia School of Law; Cindy Shearrer, Research/Faculty Services Librarian, 

University of Missouri - Columbia School of Law; Todd Venie, Adjunct Professor of 

Law and Reference Librarian Georgetown University Law Center  



Introduction and Sources of Authority for Administrative Law  
 

This exercise begins with some general background questions to help students place 

administrative agencies within the greater Constitutional scheme. These questions also 

address the various powers agencies wield, and the ways they are created. Then the 

exercise examines several print and online directory sources that offer specific details on 

individual agencies; it goes on to briefly discuss procedural rules, policy statements, and 

the process of promulgating regulations. The exercise concludes with review questions. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30-45 minutes  

Authors: Deborah Paulus-Jagric, Educational Services/Reference Librarian, New York 

University School of Law; Clare Willis, Reference Librarian, Chicago-Kent College of 

Law 

Introduction to Foreign Legal Research  
 

This lesson gives a brief introduction to some of the basic concepts in foreign legal 

research, such as foreign legal systems, availability of materials, and research strategies. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Author: Mary Rumsey, Professor of Legal Research Instruction, Foreign, Comparative 

& International Law Librarian, University of Minnesota Law School  

 

Introduction to Human Rights Research  
 

This is an introductory lesson for international human rights law and research. The lesson 

contains four parts. Part I is designed to provide the user with a basic understanding of 

the development of human rights. Part II introduces the user to the United Nations and 

regional human rights structures. A researcher must be aware of the structure of the 

complaint and enforcement systems in order to locate and understand the significance of 

human rights materials. As a result, a significant amount of time is devoted to this 

section. Part III contains a discussion of resources available to assist users developing a 

contextual understanding of human rights issues. The lesson concludes with an overview 

of resources available for substantive human rights research.  

 

Although humanitarian law or the law of armed conflict is occasionally discussed as a 

branch of human rights law, this topic is beyond the scope of this introductory lesson. 

Additionally, this lesson is not intended to cover international criminal law research 

regarding violations of human rights norms, such as the prohibition on genocide. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 75 minutes  

Author: Darla Jackson, Director University of South Dakota School of Law  

 



Introduction to Search Logic and Strategies  
 

The lesson is designed for students taking an introductory legal research course who are 

already somewhat familiar with online research on Westlaw and LexisNexis. Students 

will learn about keyword search formulation strategies and the mechanics of Boolean 

searching on both systems. This lesson will be useful for students with basic or 

intermediate keyword searching knowledge and experience. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes - 1 hour  

Author: Sarah Gotschall, Reference Librarian & Adjunct Assistant Professor, University 

of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law  

 

Introduction to Secondary Resources  
 

This lesson will provide an overview of secondary resources used in legal research. 

Secondary resources are books and other material ABOUT legal subjects and issues: they 

discuss and explain primary resources such as cases and statutes and can be useful in 

assisting our understanding about specific areas of law. The student will learn about the 

different types of secondary resources and what secondary resources are most useful for 

specific types of legal research tasks. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 40 - 50 minutes  

Author: Brian Huddleston, Senior Reference Librarian and Associate Professor of Law, 

Loyola University School of Law, New Orleans  

 

Introduction to State and Federal Statutes  
 

This is an introductory lesson on federal and state statutes, to acquaint first-year law 

students with this important form of law. The lesson focuses on the basic structure of 

statutes and the sources in which they appear. It doesn't describe how to research statutes, 

but you'll learn statutory research much more easily if you learn this material first. 

 

The lesson begins with a Skills Assessment Quiz. This quiz is designed to help you figure 

out how much you already understand statutes. It covers the most essential information 

on statutes, which should be gained from the lesson. At the end of the lesson, you can 

retake the Skills Assessment Quiz and discover how effectively you have improved your 

understanding. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1 hour  

Authors: Mary Rumsey, Professor of Legal Research Instruction, Foreign, Comparative 

& International Law Librarian, University of Minnesota Law School and Suzanne 

Thorpe, Associate Director for Faculty, Research, and Instructional Services, University 

of Minnesota Law School  



 

Issue Statements for Memos and Briefs  
 

This lesson introduces a modern approach to writing issue statements for traditional memos and 

briefs. The lesson steers users away from single-sentence issue statements. It bases much of its 

approach on the syllogism. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Author: Wayne Schiess, Director of Legal Writing, University of Texas School of Law  

Learning Legal Analysis Through Its Components: Issue, Rule, 

Application, Conclusion—IRAC  
 

The purpose of this exercise is to help students—especially first-year students—

understand the process of legal analysis and improve their legal writing and legal analysis 

skills. Specifically, students will work on their ability to apply the law to the facts of a 

problem. 

The program focuses on the four basic components of legal analysis, namely: issue, rule 

of law, application of the law to the facts, and conclusion (IRAC). In the first part of the 

exercise, the students will work with each of these components individually. In the 

second part, students will work with a small closed universe situation. They will be given 

the facts of a problem and the law appropriate to the problem and will be asked to work 

through the full legal analysis process. 

The skills taught in this program can be used in drafting all kinds of legal documents such 

as memoranda of law, memoranda of points and authorities, client letters, 

demand/negotiation letters, and briefs. The IRAC approach is also very useful in exam 

taking. 

The program is designed to be simple in its approach so that students can take full 

advantage of it at a very early stage of their law school career. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1 hour  

Author: Peter Honigsberg, Professor of Law and Director of the Legal Research, Writing 

and Analysis Program, University of San Francisco School of Law  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Legal Encyclopedias  
 

This CALI lesson is about Legal Encyclopedias. As one of the main types of secondary 

resources for legal research, Legal Encyclopedias can be useful for a variety of basic 

legal research tasks. This lesson will give you an overview of legal encyclopedias, 

explain how they are used in legal research, and run through a couple of hypotheticals 

using legal encyclopedias. The lesson focuses on the two legal encyclopedias covering 

American Law in general, Corpus Juris Secundum (CJS) and American Jurisprudence 2d 

(AmJur 2d) and gives some examples of state legal encyclopedias. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 50 minutes  

Author: Brian Huddleston, Senior Reference Librarian and Associate Professor of Law, 

Loyola University School of Law, New Orleans  

 

Legal Research 101: The Tools of the Trade  
 

This lesson is intended as an introduction to the basic resources for researching the law 

and does not cover research methods using either print or online sources. References to 

print or computer-based resources are added for illustration and not comprehensiveness. 

Using a lawyer-under-construction theme, we take the law student on as an apprentice 

and introduce him or her to the basic tools of legal research. Legal Research 101: The 

Tools of the Trade is primarily intended for first year law students. It is most appropriate 

for law students during their first semester and would also be useful in paralegal studies. 

The lesson presumes no prior knowledge of how to do legal research. It is, therefore, not 

intended for the advanced legal researcher, except perhaps as a refresher. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1 hour  

Author: Sheri Lewis, Director, University of Chicago School of Law Library 

 

Legal Research Methodology  
 

This exercise is designed to help law students develop their abilities to handle legal 

research assignments. Students who have some experience doing legal research or who 

have completed their first year legal research course will benefit the most. However, 

these lessons may be used to supplement the learning process for students studying legal 

research for the first time. 

 

A series of tutorials lead students through situations and problems commonly given to 

new attorneys and student interns. Each section contains questions that test the students' 

responses to different situations and their understanding of the reasons behind legal 

research. Throughout the exercise additional information about such topics as legal 

ethics, malpractice, and legal bibliography is weaved into the questions through pop-up 

windows. Responses to particular questions may draw students into a mini-lesson, further 

testing their comprehension and expanding their viewpoints. The exercise begins with 

Brain Storming where students learn to interpret and analyze research assignments. 



Developing a Query Statement underscores the need to lucidly define research issues and 

create a list of search terms. In Documentation, students discover the benefits and 

necessity of keeping a research log. The techniques of strategic analysis, cost-effective 

research, and updating are covered in Research Process. Finally, there are a series of 

questions in Finishing Research that focus on learning when-to-stop. The exercises use 

realistic research problems and demand that students begin to think logically and 

practically about legal research. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1 hour  

Authors: Wendy Scott, Associate Librarian for Public Services and Instructor of Legal 

Research, Syracuse University College of Law and Kennard Strutin, Director of Legal 

Information Services. New York State Defenders Association  

 

Mastering Looseleaf Services  
 

Looseleaf services can be a rich source of primary and secondary source material for 

particular areas of law. In this lesson you will learn how looseleaf sets are organized, 

what features are commonly available, and how to navigate a set while doing research. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Authors: Elizabeth Adelman, Law Library Director and Vice Dean for Legal 

Information Services, State University of New York - Buffalo School of Law; Kristina 

Niedringhaus, Associate Dean for Library and Information Services and Professor of 

Law, Georgia State University College of Law 

 

Medical Research For Attorneys  
 

This lesson covers medical research, as opposed to health law research. This lesson will 

emphasize resources that are free of charge, although it should be noted that there are also 

many fee-based services that provide the full text of medical resources; among these is 

Westlaw's "Medical Litigator," unveiled in early 2007, which provides some access to 

medical information. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 - 60 minutes  

Author: Susan Herrick, Research Librarian. University of Maryland School of Law  

 

Non Legal Resource: Online News Sources  
 

This CALI lesson will outline some of the most common online news sources sought and 

how to find them. Many of the skills used to find some of the more common online news 

sources can be transferable to finding other specialized sources. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Author: Joe Custer, Director of the Omer Poos Law Library and Assistant Professor at 

St. Louis University School of Law. 



 

Periodicals Indexes and Library Catalogs  
 

In legal research, it is often easier to begin with secondary sources rather than plunge 

directly into the search for primary legal authority on your topic. You may want to use 

secondary sources to find a summary of an area of law, to scope out a legal field to 

identify more precise topics for your research, and/or as a way to find (through citations) 

specific references to primary authority that is relevant to your research. 

 

This lesson covers two of the most important external finding tools--periodicals indexes 

and library catalogs--that you can use to help find secondary sources relevant to your 

research. In the course of this lesson, you will learn how these tools are organized, and 

how to use them to identify periodical articles and books on a topic. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1 hour  

Author: C. Andrew Plumb-Larrick, Associate Director for Public Services. Case 

Western Reserve University Law School  

 

Plagiarism - Keeping Out of Trouble  
 

Plagiarism is serious, especially for law students This lesson will explain what constitutes 

plagiarism, how to avoid plagiarizing, and will offer opportunities for students to test 

their understanding of plagiarism. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Author: Rebecca Trammell, Director of the Law Library. Stetson University College of 

Law  

Preemption Checking  
 

Preemption Checking determines if an idea for a journal note or paper is original. This 

lesson explains the sources and process of conducting a pre-emption check. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Author: Sara Sampson, Deputy Director, University of North Carolina School of Law  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Preparing for Trial  
 

This lesson is designed to familiarize law students with legal materials that can be used 

when preparing for litigation. Rather than creating from scratch many of the documents 

needed in preparing for a trial, it is much more efficient to find sample documents that 

can help guide you. Students will be introduced to the various sources that attorneys turn 

to, including sample forms, pleadings, interrogatories, and other useful resources. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Authors: Emily Janoski-Haehlen, Associate Dean of Law Library Services & Assistant 

Professor of Law, Valparaiso University Law School; Michael Whiteman, Associate 

Dean for Law Library Services and Information Technology. Northern Kentucky 

University, Salmon P. Chase College of Law  

 

Private International Law Research  
 

The purpose of this CALI lesson is to guide students who are not experienced in 

researching private international law questions. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Author: Tom Kimbrough, Associate Director for Public Services, Southern Methodist 

University Dedman School of Law  

 

Punctuation and Grammar Basics for Students  
 

Punctuation and grammar mistakes can hurt your grades and cost you a job. This lesson 

reviews the most common writing errors students make and explains the basic rules that 

will help you avoid mistakes. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 50 minutes  

Author: Wayne Schiess, Director of Legal Writing, University of Texas School of Law  

Punctuation and Grammar: Advanced  
 

Most students do all right with commas, periods, sentence fragments, and verb 

agreement. But what about colons, dashes, passive voice, and parallelism? This lesson 

covers several advanced topics in grammar and punctuation for the legal writer who is 

ready to move beyond the basics. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1 hour  

Author: Wayne Schiess, Director of Legal Writing, University of Texas School of Law  

 

 



Regional International Organizations  
 

This lesson will give you some background about Regional Organizations, collections of 

countries, organized by region, engaged in collaborative work toward some common 

goal. You will learn to find the documents of some of the most important Regional 

Organizations on the web. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Authors: Lauren Collins, Director, Cleveland-Marshall Law Library, Cleveland State 

University and Molly Brownfield,  Head of Reference Services and Lecturing Fellow, 

Duke University School of Law  

 

Researching and Working with Procedural Forms  
 

This lesson will familiarize students with the use of procedural forms designed to assist in 

litigation practice. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30-40 minutes  

Author: Shaun Esposito, Head of Public Services and Adjunct Assistant Professor of 

Legal Research. University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law  

 

Researching and Working with Transactional Forms  
 

This lesson provides an introduction to locating and utilizing transactional forms. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 40 minutes  

Author: Morgan Stoddard, Reference Librarian. Georgetown University Law Center  

Researching Canadian Law: Case Approach  
 

This is an introductory lesson on Canadian legal research. This particular lesson treats 

research techniques and sources from the perspective that you are faced with a case based 

problem. A second separate lesson treats Canadian legal research from the perspective 

that you have a statute based problem. The lessons assume no knowledge of the areas, but 

treat basic research in Canadian federal statutes, administrative material, and cases. It is 

assumed that readings and these exercises are in preparation for doing research with a 

basic Canadian legal collection, and that the collection might simply consist of Lexis, 

Quicklaw, or use of the Internet. Paper publications optionally used, include the Statutes 

of Canada, 1984 - , the Revised Statutes of Canada 1985, and the Canada Gazette Part II 

(1987-). 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1.25 hours  

Author: Paul Murphy, Law Librarian & Professor of Law, University of Windsor 

Faculty of Law  



Researching Canadian Law: Federal Statute Approach  
 

This is an introductory lesson on Canadian legal research. This particular lesson treats 

research techniques and sources from the perspective that you are faced with a statute 

based problem. A second separate lesson treats Canadian legal research from the 

perspective that you have a case based problem. The lessons assume no knowledge of the 

areas, but treat basic research in Canadian federal statutes, administrative material, and 

cases. It is assumed that readings and these exercises are in preparation for doing research 

with a basic Canadian legal collection, and that the collection might simply consist of 

Lexis, Quicklaw, or use of the Internet. Paper publications optionally used, include the 

Statutes of Canada, 1984 - , the Revised Statutes of Canada 1985, and the Canada Gazette 

Part II (1987-). 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1 hour  

Author: Paul Murphy, Law Librarian & Professor of Law, University of Windsor 

Faculty of Law  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Researching Federal Administrative Regulations  
 

This lesson will teach law students and practitioners how to research and efficiently 

locate the rules and regulations promulgated by federal administrative agencies. This is a 

skill that will be important to a lawyer practicing law in any area, especially those areas 

for which Congress has delegated significant authority to administrative agencies. The 

lesson focuses on the official sources of this information: the Federal Register, the Code 

of Federal Regulations, and their related materials. However, the knowledge gained from 

this lesson should be applicable to any version of federal regulations available in a law 

library. 

 

Researching Federal Administrative Regulations is organized into four subject categories: 

Introduction, Sources of Information, Updating Regulatory Information, and Researching 

Regulations. Each subject is further organized into one or two specific topics. Each topic 

represents an independent lesson module containing instructional text and exercises. For 

example, the Sources of Information category contains lesson modules for the Federal 

Register and the Code of Federal Regulations. Each of these modules first presents 

relevant material on the use of the resource and then provides the student with a quiz. 

 

This lesson structure allows for a variety of learning approaches. The student may 

systematically go through the lesson, module by module, or may select those topics of 

most interest and/or least knowledge. Additionally, the lesson begins with a Skills 

Assessment Quiz. This quiz is designed to help the user to determine a base knowledge of 

federal regulatory research. It covers the most essential information for the regulatory 

researcher and that which should be gained from the lesson. At the end of the lesson, 

students will have an opportunity to retake the Skills Assessment Quiz and discover how 

effective the modules have been in improving their knowledge. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 2-3 hours  

Author: Sheri Lewis, Director, University of Chicago School of Law Library 

 

Researching Federal Executive Orders  
 

This lesson will introduce you to methods of finding and updating federal executive 

orders. It assumes no prior knowledge of the subject, and is therefore appropriate for any 

law student who needs to learn how to research federal executive orders. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Author: Sara Burriesci, Reference/Electronic Services Librarian, Georgetown University 

Law Center  

 

Researching Federal Legislative History  
 

This exercise will introduce students to the federal legislative process and the various 

congressional documents in a legislative history. Students will be introduced to free 



legislative databases on the Internet. Through various cases, students will see how the 

courts use congressional documents to interpret laws. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 20 minutes  

Author: Nancy Johnson, Associate Dean for Library and Information Services and 

Professor of Law, Georgia State University College of Law (Retired) 

 

Researching International Environmental Law  
 

This lesson will acquaint you with the sources of international environmental law, and 

give you strategies for researching it. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30-45 minutes  

Author: Mary Rumsey, Professor of Legal Research Instruction, Foreign, Comparative 

& International Law Librarian, University of Minnesota Law School  

 

Researching Legal Ethics  
 

This lesson will introduce the student to researching legal ethics. The student will be 

introduced to the history of legal ethics governance and will learn about the development 

and adoption of the Model Code, Model Rules, and state and local variations. Students 

will learn the difference between command, permissive, and aspirational language. 

Finally, students will learn about the research process by working through a hypothetical 

designed to introduce them to a number of resources. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 20 minutes  

Authors: Elizabeth Adelman, Law Library Director and Vice Dean for Legal 

Information Services, State University of New York - Buffalo School of Law; Kristina 

Niedringhaus, Associate Dean for Library and Information Services and Professor of 

Law, Georgia State University College of Law 

 

Researching Social Security Disability Law  
 

This lesson will assist the student both in reviewing effective legal research techniques 

and learning something about an area of law not often studied in law school: Social 

Security disability. To accomplish this the student will examine a real life fact scenario in 

order to navigate the primary and secondary resources in this area. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1 hour  

Author: Shaun Esposito, Head of Public Services and Adjunct Assistant Professor of 

Legal Research. University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law  

 

 

 



Researching U.S. Immigration Law  
 

This lesson will provide students with some general background on U.S. immigration law 

and help them get familiar with basic immigration law research. Students should have a 

fundamental knowledge of legal research tools but do not need to have any background in 

immigration law to proceed with the lesson. Ideally, the lesson would work best while 

also learning about Immigration Law while taking a class in the subject. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 40 minutes  

Author: Mark Plotkin, Reference Librarian, University of Miami School of Law  

Researching Uniform and Model Laws  
 

This lesson will explain uniform laws and model codes. It provides an overview of how 

uniform laws are created and shows researchers how to locate uniform laws, drafters' 

commentary, state versions of uniform laws, and cases interpreting them. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 25 minutes  

Author: Beth DiFelice, Assistant Director and Head of Public Services, Sandra Day 

O'Connor College of Law at Arizona State University  

 

Rulemaking: Federal Register and CFR  
 

This exercise will introduce you to the quasi-legislative process known as rulemaking. It 

will familiarize you with the publication system and with the sources you will access to 

find and update regulations. The exercise includes several images of Federal Register and 

Code of Federal Regulations pages, and links to regulatory information on the 

Government Printing Office's homepage. The exercise is designed to augment a 

substantive Administrative Law Course or an Advanced Legal Research class. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 55 minutes  

Authors: Deborah Paulus-Jagric, Educational Services/Reference Librarian, New York 

University School of Law; Katie Brown, Assistant Director for Public & Faculty Services  

Oklahoma City University School of Law  

 

Stating Facts: Objective and Persuasive Approaches  
 

This lesson is designed to cover how to distinguish legally relevant facts, contextually 

relevant facts, and nonrelevant facts; plus, how to use each of those types of facts. It is 

also designed to cover beginning and organizing a statement of facts, writing facts briefly 

and readably, stating facts objectively, and stating facts persuasively. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 60 minutes  

Author: Wayne Schiess, Director of Legal Writing, University of Texas School of Law  



Statutory Interpretation  
 

This lesson introduces the student to the doctrine and processes involved in interpreting 

state and federal statutes. Statutes are a critical part of every substantive area of the law, 

so this is important background for every law student, lawyer and judge. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Author: Ronald Brown, Professor of Law, Nova Southeastern University Shepard Broad 

Law Center  

Supranational Organizations: The European Union  
 

This lesson provides an overview of the history and structure of the European Union, 

followed by an introduction to researching European Union documents. The European 

Union is a truly unique structure which represents over half a century of cooperation 

between select nations. As the sole supranational legal order in the world, the European 

Union offers a truly unique model of study to legal scholars and practitioners. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1 hour  

Authors: Lauren Collins, Director, Cleveland-Marshall Law Library, Cleveland State 

University Molly Brownfield,  Head of Reference Services and Lecturing Fellow, Duke 

University School of Law 

 

The Legal Research Game: Fee or Free Edition  
 

Choosing the most appropriate sources to fill your research need is a crucial part of your 

research strategy. Knowing when it is more appropriate to use print legal research sources 

and when it is more appropriate to use free or fee-based electronic legal research sources 

is important for efficient and cost effective research. This exercise will focus on the 

decisions you may need to make when choosing between print, free web, and fee-based 

electronic databases. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 20 minutes  

Author: Yolanda Jones, Assistant Director for Electronic Information Services, Wayne 

State University Law School 

 

Tribunals and Truth Commissions  
 

This lesson is a general introduction to resources for researching Tribunals and Truth 

Commissions.  The lesson will focus on online and print sources relating to tribunals and 

truth commissions with a specific focus on the International Criminal Tribunal for the 

former Yugoslavia (ICTY), and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).  

 

 



The lesson is divided into four parts:  

Introduction to Tribunals  

ICTY  

ICTR  

Truth Commissions  

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Author: Aslihan Bulut, Reference Librarian, Columbia University Law School  

 

U.S. Treaty Research  
 

This lesson will provide an understanding of the language, mechanics and process of 

conducting research of U.S. treaties: the major sources of treaty texts (both official and 

unofficial), major indexes and finding tools, major secondary resources to aid in research, 

sources of reservations and declarations, and finally, resources for updating treaties. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 40 minutes  

Authors: David Hollander, Reference/Instructional Services Librarian, Princeton 

University Library and Amy Burchfield, Access & Faculty Services Librarian, Cleveland 

State University Cleveland Marshall College of Law  

 

United Nations Research  
 

This lesson will show you the basic tools for finding United Nations materials. It first 

gives an overview of how the United Nations is organized. It includes descriptions of 

each of the principal organs of the U.N. and an overview of the United Nations document 

numbering system. It then shows several online tools for United Nations research: the 

U.N.'s web site; the U.N. Documentation Centre; Official Document System; AccessUN; 

and UNBISNet. It ends with an introduction to a few web sites for very current 

information about the United Nations. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Author: Beth DiFelice, Assistant Director and Head of Public Services, Sandra Day 

O'Connor College of Law at Arizona State University  

 

Updating Federal and State Statutes  
 

This lesson will take you through the process of updating statutes. It builds on concepts 

developed in the lesson, Introduction to State and Federal Statutes, and the Codification 

lesson. This lesson assumes a basic understanding of statutes including how they are 

created and codified. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 1 hour  

Author: Rebecca Trammell, Director of the Law Library. Stetson University College of 

Law  



Updating/Validating Case Law Using Citators  
 

This lesson explains how to make sure your case is still "good law." Focusing on print 

and on-line citators, specifically Shepard's, LexisNexis Shepard's on-line, and Westlaw 

KeyCite, it builds on concepts introduced in various CALI lessons including: " Legal 

Research 101: The Tools of the Trade"; "Legal Research Methodology"; "How to Find 

Case Law Using Digests"; and "Hold'em, Fold'em, Walk Away or Run: When to Stop the 

Search." This lesson assumes a basic understanding of case law including the specific 

parts of a reported court decision. This lesson may be used as an introduction to the 

subject, and also as a review at the end of a legal research course, or before moving to 

more advanced legal research projects or courses. The lesson provides an option to move 

directly from the introductory material to on-line citators, skipping citators in print. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 45 minutes  

Author: Rebecca Trammell, Director of the Law Library. Stetson University College of 

Law  

Using Citators as Finding Tools  
 

This lesson will teach you how to use the three major legal citators - Shepard's in print, 

Shepard's on Lexis, and KeyCite on Westlaw - to locate additional useful cases when 

starting with one case or other document, and to find secondary resources such as law 

reviews when starting with a case or other document. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 90 minutes  

Author: Brian Huddleston, Senior Reference Librarian and Associate Professor of Law, 

Loyola University School of Law, New Orleans  

 

Using the Restatements of the Law  
 

This lesson is intended as an introduction to the use of the Restatements of the Law. In 

this lesson students will learn what the Restatements of the Law are and why one would 

use them for legal research, their major features, how to search them, and how to use 

them to find cases. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 20 minutes  

Author: Sara Burriesci, Reference/Electronic Services Librarian, Georgetown University 

Law Center  

 

 

 

 



Where Does Law Come From?  
 

This is an overview of the branches of the U.S. government and how they make law. 

 

Lesson Completion Time: 30 minutes  

Author: Diane Murley, Professor of Law, Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law at 

Arizona State University  

Podcasts: 

 
LibTour:  

LibTour is CALI’s free law library audio tour. Display the codes around your library for 

students to scan with smartphones. They’ll instantly hear audio that introduces a common 

legal collection.  

Each LibTour is specific to one legal resource and includes a: 

 2-3 minute audio file that introduces the resource 

 QR Code that scans directly to that audio 

 pre-made poster for easy printing and display 

 transcript of the audio 

LibTours are available for the following resources:  

American Jurisprudence (AmJur), American Law Reports (ALR) , AM JUR Trials, 

Annotated State Codes, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Corpus Juris Secundum 

(CJS), Federal Digests, Law Journals (Law Reviews), Legal Periodicals & Books, 

Restatements of the Law , Study Aids, The Law Library Reference Section, Uniform 

Laws and Model Acts,  USCA & USCS  and West's Digests  

Run Time: 2-3 minutes each 

Authors: Various 


